Case report: cochlear implant in a child with schizencephaly and cortical dysplasia.
Schizencephaly is a developmental disorder of the cerebral cortex, usually with seizures occurring before the age of 3. We describe pre-implantation considerations and post-implantation outcome in a child with schizencephaly and bilateral profound hearing loss. Cochlear implantation was performed in the right ear when she was 21 months old. At 4 years and 3 months she developed an epileptic pattern on electroencephalogram and had mild attacks of dysesthesia. Now aged 6, she uses the implant successfully and needs no anticonvulsant medication. Language skills, though delayed, are progressing steadily. We consider that the epileptic pattern was unrelated to the electrical stimulation, and conclude that implantation is not contraindicated in children with cortical anomalies.